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turc and transport, better business organization, the elimination of wasteful forms of competition, the application of known improvements and economies, would enable us to double or treble our production of material wealth, if we were willing to apply them.
What blocks the way? The poisoned atmosphere of mutual suspicion and the increased belief in force as a remedy which war leaves as a natural legacy. The enforced national unity of war-time is everywhere dissolving into factious quarrelling, nourished on innumerable stories of waste, jobbery, and corruption. Great fortunes have undoubtedly been built up by scandalous profiteering. The growth of powerful combination? places an almost despotic power in the hands of capitalist interests. These things have been accomplished by the connivance, and in many instances by the aid, of the State, which during the war has entrusted the exceptional powers it acquired to the absolute discretion of the most successful profiteers in the several trades. To crown all, there is the exhibition of the new Government, hastily foisted on the bewildered nation, in which nearly all the levers of business control are in the hands of great capitalists whose past records and reputations do not suggest a disinterested public attitude to Labor and the consuming public. Hence an attitude of irritability, and suspicion of all persons in authority, landlords, employers, officials, and Labor leaders. For one of the gravest symptoms of our present troubles is the weakened or lost control of the "authorized" trade-union officials over the movements of the local groups of workmen, and a growing distrust in the machinery for settling grievances as they arise in the staple industries.
But employers have no small share of the responsibility for this unrest. Many of them have learnt neither humanity nor discretion from the difficult times through which the nation has been passing. In common with a large section of "society," they are wont to stigmatize as "slackers/5 "rebels," and "Bolsheviks" the workmen who, rising to a new sense of their social and human value, are seeking to import that new sense into a reformed industrial system. In every industrial area these stubborn, masterful employers are impediments to industrial peace, and defend their control of their businesses in the same spirit and by the same weapons as the more revolutionary leaders of the men. Everywhere these supporters of conscription, protection, monopoly, and industrial absolutism are contributing to the